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Country/
entity

Angola

Region Africa (excl MENA)

Agreement
name

Concepts for Resolving the Issues Still Pending between the Government of
the People's Republic of Angola and UNITA (Bicesse Accords) 

Date 31 May 1993 

Agreement
status

Multiparty signed/agreed 

Interim
arrangement

Yes 

Agreement/
conflict
level

Intrastate/intrastate conflict ( Angolan Civil War (1975 - 2002) ) 

Stage Framework/substantive - partial 

Conflict
nature

Government 

Peace
process

Angola: UNITA process 

Parties - 

Third
parties

- 

Description This briefly summarises other parts of the Bicesse Accords, repeating the
need for elections to be held following the ceasefire and for them to be
overseen by international monitors. 

Agreement
document

AO_930531_Attachment
III_Concepts_for_Resolving_the_Issues_Still_Pending_(Bicesse_Accords).pdf  | Download
PDF 

Groups 

Children/
youth 

No specific mention. 

Page 1 of 13

https://pax.peaceagreements.org/media/documents/ag1318_5729e7685ce9b.pdf
https://pax.peaceagreements.org/media/documents/ag1318_5729e7685ce9b.pdf
https://pax.peaceagreements.org/media/documents/ag1318_5729e7685ce9b.pdf
https://pax.peaceagreements.org/media/documents/ag1318_5729e7685ce9b.pdf
https://pax.peaceagreements.org/media/documents/ag1318_5729e7685ce9b.pdf
https://pax.peaceagreements.org/media/documents/ag1318_5729e7685ce9b.pdf
https://pax.peaceagreements.org/media/documents/ag1318_5729e7685ce9b.pdf


Disabled
persons 

No specific mention. 

Elderly/age No specific mention. 

Migrant
workers 

No specific mention. 

Racial/
ethnic/
national
group 

No specific mention. 

Religious
groups 

No specific mention. 

Indigenous
people 

No specific mention. 

Other
groups 

No specific mention. 

Refugees/
displaced
persons 

No specific mention. 

Social class No specific mention. 

Gender 

Women,
girls and
gender 

No specific mention. 

Men and
boys 

No specific mention. 

LGBTI No specific mention. 
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Family No specific mention. 

State definition 

Nature of
state
(general) 

No specific mention. 

State
configuration

No specific mention. 

Self
determination

No specific mention. 

Referendum No specific mention. 

State
symbols 

No specific mention. 

Independence/
secession 

No specific mention. 

Accession/
unification 

No specific mention. 

Border
delimitation

No specific mention. 

Cross-
border
provision 

No specific mention. 

Page 3 of 13



Governance 

Political
institutions
(new or
reformed) 

No specific mention. 

Elections Page 1,
1. At the moment the cease-fire enters into force, UNITA will acquire the right
to conduct and freely participate in political activities in accordance with the
revised Constitution and the pertinent laws for the creation of a multi-party
democracy. At the time of the signature of the cease fire, the parties will
determine the period within which they must hold free and lair elections. The
exact date of said elections will be established through consultation with all
political forces in Angola.

Page 1, 2.
The Angolan Government will hold discussions with all political forces in
order to survey their opinions concerning proposed changes in the
Constitution. The Angolan Government will then work with all the parties to
draft the laws that will regulate the electoral process.

Page 1, 5.
The process of creating the National Army will begin with the entry into force
of the cease-fire and will be concluded on the date of the elections. The
neutrality of the National Army in the electoral process will be guaranteed by
the Angolan parties, acting within the framework of CCPM, with the support
of the international monitoring group. The Angolan parties reserve for later
negotiations the discussions on the foreign assistance that may be necessary
in order to form the National Army.

Page 1, 6.
Free and fair elections for the new Government will take place under the
supervision of international elections observers, who will remain in Angola
until they certify that the elections were free and fair and that the results have
been officially announced. 

Electoral
commission

No specific mention. 
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Political
parties
reform 

Governance→Political parties reform→Rebels transitioning to political parties 
Page 1,
1. At the moment the cease-fire enters into force, UNITA will acquire the right
to conduct and freely participate in political activities in accordance with the
revised Constitution and the pertinent laws for the creation of a multi-party
democracy. At the time of the signature of the cease fire, the parties will
determine the period within which they must hold free and lair elections. The
exact date of said elections will be established through consultation with all
political forces in Angola. 

Civil society No specific mention. 

Traditional/
religious
leaders 

No specific mention. 

Public
administration

No specific mention. 

Constitution Governance→Constitution→Constitutional reform/making 
Page 1,
1. At the moment the cease-fire enters into force, UNITA will acquire the right
to conduct and freely participate in political activities in accordance with the
revised Constitution and the pertinent laws for the creation of a multi-party
democracy. At the time of the signature of the cease fire, the parties will
determine the period within which they must hold free and lair elections. The
exact date of said elections will be established through consultation with all
political forces in Angola.
2. The Angolan Government will hold discussions with all political forces in
order to survey their opinions concerning proposed changes in the
Constitution. The Angolan Government will then work with all the parties to
draft the laws that will regulate the electoral process. 

Power sharing 

Political
power
sharing 

No specific mention. 

Territorial
power
sharing 

No specific mention. 
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Economic
power
sharing 

No specific mention. 

Military
power
sharing 

Power sharing→Military power sharing→Merger of forces 
Page 1, 5.
The process of creating the National Army will begin with the entry into force
of the cease-fire and will be concluded on the date of the elections. The
neutrality of the National Army in the electoral process will be guaranteed by
the Angolan parties, acting within the framework of CCPM, with the support
of the international monitoring group. The Angolan parties reserve for later
negotiations the discussions on the foreign assistance that may be necessary
in order to form the National Army. 

Human rights and equality 

Human
rights/RoL
general 

No specific mention. 

Bill of
rights/
similar 

No specific mention. 

Treaty
incorporation

No specific mention. 

Civil and
political
rights 

No specific mention. 

Socio-
economic
rights 

No specific mention. 

Rights related issues 

Citizenship No specific mention. 
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Democracy Page 1, 1.
At the moment the cease-tire enters into force, UNITA will acquire the right to
conduct and freely participate in political activities in accordance with the
revised Constitution and the pertinent laws for the creation of a multi-party
democracy. At the time of the signature of the cease fire, the parties will
determine the period within which they must hold free and fair elections. The
exact date of said elections will be established through consultation with all
political forces in Angola. 

Detention
procedures 

No specific mention. 

Media and
communication

No specific mention. 

Mobility/
access 

No specific mention. 

Protection
measures 

No specific mention. 

Other No specific mention. 

Rights institutions 

NHRI No specific mention. 

Regional or
international
human
rights
institutions 

No specific mention. 

Justice sector reform 

Criminal
justice and
emergency
law 

No specific mention. 
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State of
emergency
provisions 

No specific mention. 

Judiciary
and courts 

No specific mention. 

Prisons and
detention 

No specific mention. 

Traditional
Laws 

No specific mention. 

Socio-economic reconstruction 

Development
or socio-
economic
reconstruction

No specific mention. 

National
economic
plan 

No specific mention. 

Natural
resources 

No specific mention. 

International
funds 

No specific mention. 

Business No specific mention. 

Taxation No specific mention. 

Banks No specific mention. 

Page 8 of 13



Land, property and environment 

Land
reform/
rights 

No specific mention. 

Pastoralist/
nomadism
rights 

No specific mention. 

Cultural
heritage 

No specific mention. 

Environment No specific mention. 

Water or
riparian
rights or
access 

No specific mention. 

Security sector 

Security
Guarantees 

No specific mention. 
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Ceasefire Security sector→Ceasefire→Ceasefire provision 
Page 1,
1. At the moment the cease-tire enters into force, UNITA will acquire the right
to conduct and freely participate in political activities in accordance with the
revised Constitution and the pertinent laws for the creation of a multi-party
democracy. At the time of the signature of the cease fire, the parties will
determine the period within which they must hold free and fair elections. The
exact date of said elections will be established through consultation with all
political forces in Angola.
3. The cease-fire agreement will oblige the parties to cease receiving lethal
material. The United States, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and all
other countries will support the implementation of the cease-fire and will
refrain from furnishing lethal material to any of the Angolan parties.
4. Overall political supervision of the cease-fire process will be the
responsibility of the Angolan parties, acting within the framework of CCPM.
Verification of the cease-fire will be the responsibility of the international
monitoring group. The United Nations will be invited to send monitors to
support the Angolan parties, at the request of the Government of Angola. The
Governments that are to send monitors will be chosen by the Angolan
parties, acting within the framework of CCPM. 

Police No specific mention. 

Armed
forces 

Page 1,
5. The process of creating the National Army will begin with the entry into
force of the cease-fire and will be concluded on the date of the elections. The
neutrality of the National Army in the electoral process will be guaranteed by
the Angolan parties, acting within the framework of CCPM, with the support
of the international monitoring group. The Angolan parties reserve for later
negotiations the discussions on the foreign assistance that may be necessary
in order to form the National Army. 

DDR No specific mention. 

Intelligence
services 

No specific mention. 

Parastatal/
rebel and
opposition
group
forces 

Page 1, 1.
At the moment the cease-tire enters into force, UNITA will acquire the right to
conduct and freely participate in political activities in accordance with the
revised Constitution and the pertinent laws for the creation of a multi-party
democracy. At the time of the signature of the cease fire, the parties will
determine the period within which they must hold free and fair elections. The
exact date of said elections will be established through consultation with all
political forces in Angola. 
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Withdrawal
of foreign
forces 

No specific mention. 

Corruption No specific mention. 

Crime/
organised
crime 

No specific mention. 

Drugs No specific mention. 

Terrorism No specific mention. 

Transitional justice 

Transitional
justice
general 

No specific mention. 

Amnesty/
pardon 

No specific mention. 

Courts No specific mention. 

Mechanism No specific mention. 

Prisoner
release 

No specific mention. 

Vetting No specific mention. 

Victims No specific mention. 
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Missing
persons 

No specific mention. 

Reparations No specific mention. 

Reconciliation No specific mention. 

Implementation 

UN
signatory 

No specific mention. 

Other
international
signatory 

No specific mention. 

Referendum
for
agreement 

No specific mention. 
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International
mission/
force/similar

Page 1, 4.
Overall political supervision of the cease-fire process will be the
responsibility of the Angolan parties, acting within the framework of CCPM.
Verification of the cease fire will be the responsibility of the international
monitoring group. The United Nations will be invited to send monitors to
support the Angolan parties, at the request of the Government of Angola.
The Governments that are to send monitors will be chosen by the Angolan
parties, acting within the framework of CCPM.

Page 1, 5.
The process of creating the National Army will begin with the entry into force
of the cease-fire and will be concluded on the date of the elections. The
neutrality of the National Army in the electoral process will be guaranteed by
the Angolan parties, acting within the framework of CCPM, with the support
of the international monitoring group. The Angolan parties reserve for later
negotiations the discussions on the foreign assistance that may be necessary
in order to form the National Army.

Page 1, 6.
Free and fair elections for the new Government will take place under the
supervision of international elections observers, who will remain in Angola
until they certify that the elections were free and fair and that the results
have been officially announced. 

Enforcement
mechanism 

Page 1, 4.
Overall political supervision of the cease-fire process will be the
responsibility of the Angolan parties, acting within the framework of CCPM.
Verification of the cease fire will be the responsibility of the international
monitoring group. The United Nations will be invited to send monitors to
support the Angolan parties, at the request of the Government of Angola.
The Governments that are to send monitors will be chosen by the Angolan
parties, acting within the framework of CCPM. 

Related
cases 

No specific mention. 

Source UN Peacemaker http://peacemaker.un.org/node/143 
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