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Country/
entity

Philippines
Mindanao

Region Asia and Pacific
Asia and Pacific

Agreement
name

Joint Statement -7th GRP-MILF Exploratory Talks (April 20 2005) 

Date 20 Apr 2005 

Agreement
status

Multiparty signed/agreed 

Interim
arrangement

Yes 

Agreement/
conflict
level

Intrastate/intrastate conflict ( Philippine Insurgencies (1968 - ) ) 

Stage Pre-negotiation/process 

Conflict
nature

Government/territory 

Peace
process

Philippines - Mindanao process 

Parties Silvestre C. Afable, Jr., GRP Panel Chair; Mohagher Iqbal, MILF Panel Chair 

Third
parties

- 

Description Agreement by the GRP and MILF Panels informing on the 7th Round of the
GRP-MILF Exploratory Talks, in which the Parties discussed the concept,
territory, resources and governance aspects of ancestral domain, and agreed
on points of concept, resources and territory, but would further the
discussion on governance in the next round of talks. Additionally, the Parties
agreed to strengthen the Ad Hoc Joint Action Group (AHJAG) and affirmed
that recent hostilities would not affect the peace talks. Concluding, they
recognized the critical role and progress of the International Monitoring Team
(IMT), and expressed gratitude to the Malaysian Government for the
facilitation of the talks. 

Agreement
document
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Groups 

Children/
youth 

No specific mention. 

Disabled
persons 

No specific mention. 

Elderly/age No specific mention. 

Migrant
workers 

No specific mention. 

Racial/
ethnic/
national
group 

No specific mention. 

Religious
groups 

No specific mention. 

Indigenous
people 

No specific mention. 

Other
groups 

No specific mention. 

Refugees/
displaced
persons 

No specific mention. 

Social class No specific mention. 

Gender 

Women,
girls and
gender 

No specific mention. 
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Men and
boys 

No specific mention. 

LGBTI No specific mention. 

Family No specific mention. 

State definition 

Nature of
state
(general) 

No specific mention. 

State
configuration

No specific mention. 

Self
determination

No specific mention. 

Referendum No specific mention. 

State
symbols 

No specific mention. 

Independence/
secession 

No specific mention. 

Accession/
unification 

No specific mention. 

Border
delimitation

No specific mention. 

Cross-
border
provision 

No specific mention. 
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Governance 

Political
institutions
(new or
reformed) 

Governance→Political institutions (new or reformed)→General references 
Page 1, The GRP-MILF Panels led more than 40 technical resource persons
from both sides in multi-level meetings to examine the details in the agenda,
which included the concept, territory, resources, and governance aspects of
the ancestral domain issue. 

After a three-day session on the Ancetral Domain Aspect of the Tripoli
Agreement on Peace of 2001, the Technical Working Groups (TWGs) agree don
several substantial points vis-a-vis the strands on concept, territory and
resources, and further agreed to tackle the strand on governance in the next
round of talks. 

Elections No specific mention. 

Electoral
commission

No specific mention. 

Political
parties
reform 

No specific mention. 

Civil society No specific mention. 

Traditional/
religious
leaders 

No specific mention. 

Public
administration

No specific mention. 

Constitution No specific mention. 

Power sharing 

Political
power
sharing 

No specific mention. 
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Territorial
power
sharing 

Power sharing→Territorial power sharing→Autonomous regions 
Page 1, The 7th Round of the GRP-MILF Exploratory Talks concluded on a high
note today in Port Dickson, Malaysia with both Parties expressing deep
satisfaction over the result of the joint discussion on ancestral domain. 

The GRP-MILF Panels led more than 40 technical resource persons from both
sides in multi-level meetings to examine the details in the agenda, which
included the concept, territory, resources, and governance aspects of the
ancestral domain issue. 

After a three-day session on the Ancetral Domain Aspect of the Tripoli
Agreement on Peace of 2001, the Technical Working Groups (TWGs) agree don
several substantial points vis-a-vis the strands on concept, territory and
resources, and further agreed to tackle the strand on governance in the next
round of talks. 

Economic
power
sharing 

No specific mention. 

Military
power
sharing 

No specific mention. 

Human rights and equality 

Human
rights/RoL
general 

No specific mention. 

Bill of
rights/
similar 

No specific mention. 

Treaty
incorporation

No specific mention. 

Civil and
political
rights 

No specific mention. 
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Socio-
economic
rights 

No specific mention. 

Rights related issues 

Citizenship No specific mention. 

Democracy No specific mention. 

Detention
procedures 

No specific mention. 

Media and
communication

No specific mention. 

Mobility/
access 

No specific mention. 

Protection
measures 

No specific mention. 

Other No specific mention. 

Rights institutions 

NHRI No specific mention. 

Regional or
international
human
rights
institutions 

No specific mention. 
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Justice sector reform 

Criminal
justice and
emergency
law 

No specific mention. 

State of
emergency
provisions 

No specific mention. 

Judiciary
and courts 

No specific mention. 

Prisons and
detention 

No specific mention. 

Traditional
Laws 

No specific mention. 

Socio-economic reconstruction 

Development
or socio-
economic
reconstruction

Socio-economic reconstruction→Development or socio-economic
reconstruction→Socio-economic development 
Page 1, The GRP-MILF Panels led more than 40 technical resource persons
from both sides in multi-level meetings to examine the details in the
agenda, which included the concept, territory, resources, and governance
aspects of the ancestral domain issue. 

After a three-day session on the Ancetral Domain Aspect of the Tripoli
Agreement on Peace of 2001, the Technical Working Groups (TWGs) agree
don several substantial points vis-a-vis the strands on concept, territory
and resources, and further agreed to tackle the strand on governance in the
next round of talks. 

Both Parties reiterated the substantive role of the International Monitoring
Team (IMT) in monitoring the implementation of the security, rehabilitation
and development aspects of the GRP-MILF Tripoli Agreement on Peace of
2001. Both Parties hope for the continued presence of the IMT in Mindanao. 

National
economic
plan 

No specific mention. 

Page 7 of 11



Natural
resources 

The GRP-MILF Panels led more than 40 technical resource persons from both
sides in multi-level meetings to examine the details in the agenda, which
included the concept, territory, resources, and governance aspects of the
ancestral domain issue. 

After a three-day session on the Ancetral Domain Aspect of the Tripoli
Agreement on Peace of 2001, the Technical Working Groups (TWGs) agree don
several substantial points vis-a-vis the strands on concept, territory and
resources, and further agreed to tackle the strand on governance in the next
round of talks. 

International
funds 

No specific mention. 

Business No specific mention. 

Taxation No specific mention. 

Banks No specific mention. 

Land, property and environment 

Land
reform/
rights 

No specific mention. 

Pastoralist/
nomadism
rights 

No specific mention. 

Cultural
heritage 

No specific mention. 

Environment No specific mention. 

Water or
riparian
rights or
access 

No specific mention. 
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Security sector 

Security
Guarantees 

Page 1,
[...]
Both Parties reiterated the substantive role of the International Monitoring
Team (IMT) in monitoring the implementation of the security, rehabilitation
and development aspects of the GRP-MILF Tripoli Agreement on Peace of
2001. Both Parties hope for the continued presence of the IMT in Mindanao. 

Ceasefire Security sector→Ceasefire→Ceasefire provision 
Page 1, Since the inception of the GRP-MILF peace process in January 1997,
the Port Dickson talks marked the first time that both sides entered into
substantive discussions of the cessation of hostilities. they hailed the
outcome of the meeting as a breakthrough towards a just and durable
solution to the Mindanao conflict. 

They also affirmed that the recent hostilities in Mindanao would not affect
the impetus of the peace talks and that both sides would strive to resolve all
outstanding ceasefire issues at a subsidiary level. 

Police No specific mention. 

Armed
forces 

No specific mention. 

DDR No specific mention. 

Intelligence
services 

No specific mention. 

Parastatal/
rebel and
opposition
group
forces 

No specific mention. 

Withdrawal
of foreign
forces 

No specific mention. 

Corruption No specific mention. 
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Crime/
organised
crime 

Page 1, The Parties likewise agreed to strengthen the operations of the Ad
Hoc Joint Action Group (AHJAG) in order to bolster the joint campaign against
lawlessness and criminality. 

Drugs No specific mention. 

Terrorism No specific mention. 

Transitional justice 

Transitional
justice
general 

No specific mention. 

Amnesty/
pardon 

No specific mention. 

Courts No specific mention. 

Mechanism No specific mention. 

Prisoner
release 

No specific mention. 

Vetting No specific mention. 

Victims No specific mention. 

Missing
persons 

No specific mention. 

Reparations No specific mention. 

Reconciliation No specific mention. 
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Implementation 

UN
signatory 

No specific mention. 

Other
international
signatory 

No specific mention. 

Referendum
for
agreement 

No specific mention. 

International
mission/
force/similar

No specific mention. 

Enforcement
mechanism 

No specific mention. 

Related
cases 

No specific mention. 

Source GRP-MILF Peace Process: Compilation of Signed Agreements & other related
Documents (1997-2010); (MILF Peace Panel/Asia Foundation, 2010), p. 150. 
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