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Country/
entity

Somalia

Region Africa (excl MENA)

Agreement
name

Declaration of National Commitment (Arta Declaration) 

Date 5 May 2000 

Agreement
status

Multiparty signed/agreed 

Interim
arrangement

Yes 

Agreement/
conflict
level

Intrastate/intrastate conflict ( Somali Civil War (1991 - ) ) 

Stage Framework/substantive - partial 

Conflict
nature

Government/territory 

Peace
process

Somalia Peace Process 

Parties The Transnational Government of Somalia 

Third
parties

[Note: Several references to the international community] 

Description Agreement outlines the responsibilities of the Transitional National
Assembly, the election of the Chief Justice, the roles of the President and
Prime Minister, particularly, the limitations of power of the President. It
includes 17-points of binding principles. The Annexes include a ceasefire; a
plan of reconstrution and recovery; and the foundations for representation of
the Somali population in the TNA and the national dialogue. 

Agreement
document

SO_000505_Declaration of national commitment.pdf  | Download PDF 
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Women, girls and gender 

Participation Participation→Effective participation 
THE WAY FORWARD
It would be highly imprudent to be dogmatic on representation based on
"clans." Flexibility, understanding, serious and hard compromises, and
loyalty to nationhood, are of essence. Somalia, as a member of the
international community, needs to imbibe democratic principles and
practices governing representations.
Note this pertinent view from a Somali politician in the North in 1992: " The
clan system is the mainspring of Somali culture and identify. It has been
useful in its traditional , pastoral setting and even today it is an instrument of
survival during times of deep trouble and provides a safety net for the
poorest and most vulnerable. However, it has its negative dark side and is in a
sense irreconcilable with modern, democratic state. Clan politicking is
playing havoc with ----- security and stability at present."
• Representatives must be men and women of high integrity, moral character
and devotion to community and public service, and whose national interest
and loyalty transcends narrow self-interest. 

Equality No specific mention. 

Particular
groups of
women 

No specific mention. 

International
law 

No specific mention. 

New
institutions 

No specific mention. 

Violence
against
women 

No specific mention. 

Transitional
justice 

No specific mention. 

Institutional
reform 

No specific mention. 

Development No specific mention. 
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Implementation No specific mention. 

Other No specific mention. 
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