
Guiding Basic Principles for Negotiations on a Settlement 
of Eastern Slavonia, Southern Baranja and  Western 

Sirmium 

1. A transition period shall be established for the region.

2. A transitional authority shall be established by the United Nations Security Council to
administer the region during the transition period.  Such authority shall include a
mechanism to represent the interests of the Government of Croatia, the local Serbs,
returning Croatian refugees and displaced persons, and ethnic minorities.

3. International forces shall be stationed within the region during the transition to maintain
the peace and enforce compliance with the final settlement.  The region shall otherwise be
demilitarized during the transition.

4. The transitional authority will facilitate the return of refugees and displaced persons to
their homes.  It will also take steps to reestablish Croatian institutions in the region (such
as telephone service, post offices, banks, utilities, pension offices, passport and citizenship
offices, etc.).

5. The transitional authority shall establish a transitional police force in which Croats and
Serbs are represented.  Other ethnic groups shall also be represented in the police force in
the regions where they are present.

6. Internationally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms will receive the highest
respect from all levels of government throughout the Republic of Croatia.

7. All Croatian citizens and persons eligible for Croatian citizenship, including all refugees
and displaced persons, have the right to return freely to their places of residence and reside
there in conditions of security.

8. All persons have the right to have restored to them any property of which they were
deprived by unlawful acts or forced to abandon and to be compensated for any property
which cannot be restored to them.

9. The right to return, to recover property, to receive compensation for non-recoverable
property, and to receive assistance in reconstruction of damaged property shall be equally
available to all Croatian citizens and persons eligible for Croatian citizenship, without
regard to ethnicity.

10. The international community will provide guarantees of the terms of and of the human
rights protections established in the settlement.  These guarantees would include the
presence of international monitors for an agreed period of time in the region both during
and following the transition.  This work shall not be impeded.

11. After the end of the transitional period, elections for local administration shall be held.




