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Agreement on establishing delegations to launch negotiations on a political settlement aimed at a 

comprehensive resolution of the Syrian crisis by peaceful means 

 

The leaders of Syrian armed opposition groups, hereinafter — the Opposition, 

Support the ceasefire regime declared in Syria on 30 December 2016 and accede thereto; 

Confirm that there is no alternative to a comprehensive political settlement of the Syrian crisis and 

that the launch of a political process in Syria must be expedited, as stipulated in the Geneva 

Communiqué (2012) and in Security Council resolution 2254 (2015); 

Acknowledge full respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Syrian Arab Republic and 

the need to safeguard the interests of the Syrian people, cease the bloodshed and enable a State 

that represents all Syrian people to exercise its authority; 

Declare a comprehensive commitment to swiftly stabilizing the situation in the country, with the 

participation of the Russian Federation and the Republic of Turkey as Guarantors (hereinafter — the 

Guarantors); and 

Agree as follows: 

1. By 16 January 2017, the Opposition, with the direct participation of the Guarantors, shall commit 

to establishing a delegation to pursue negotiations on a political settlement, aimed at a 

comprehensive resolution of the Syrian crisis by peaceful means (hereinafter — the Delegation). The 

Opposition shall independently determine the composition of the Delegation. 

2. The Delegation shall begin joint work with the Delegation of the opposing side, from 23 January 

2017, which shall take place in the city of Astana (Republic of Kazakhstan) with the participation of 

the United Nations. 

3. Based on the outcome of the joint work of both Delegations, a road map shall be drawn up as 

soon as possible to resolve the Syrian crisis. 

4. The work of both Delegations shall be carried out with support of the Guarantors. 

5. This Agreement shall enter into force at the time of signature by the Opposition and shall become 

legally binding provided that an agreement with similar contents to this Agreement is signed by a 

representative of the Government  of the Syrian Arab Republic with the participation of the Russian 

Federation. The Guarantors shall inform the Opposition about the signature of such an Agreement in 

the shortest possible time. 

Subsequently, both Agreements shall be considered by the Opposition and the Government of Syria, 

as well as the Guarantors, as a single document — an Agreement on establishing delegations to 

launch negotiations on a political settlement aimed at a comprehensive resolution of the Syrian crisis 

by peaceful means. 
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Done at Ankara on 29 December 2016 in three copies, having equal legal force, each in the Russian, 

Turkish and Arabic languages. 

Source: Annex V to the letter dated 29 December 2016 from the Permanent Representative of 

the Russian Federation to the United Nations and the Chargé d’affaires a.i. of the Permanent 

Mission of Turkey to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General and the President 

of the Security Council 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-

CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2016_1133.pdf  
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